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The town of Marlborough nestles in the Kennet Valley surrounded by downland and forest and can
trace its history back to Neolithic times. To the west lies historic Savernake Forest, granted Royal
status by William the Conqueror. Today the picnic, barbeque and camping sites are popular with
visitors throughout the year. The Green has its origins as a Saxon village which in the Middle
Ages became linked by the High Street to the castle on the Marlborough Mound in the grounds
of Marlborough College.
As well as being a thriving market town, we are blessed with a great number of open spaces, each
with a different purpose and ambience, providing something for everyone.
The River Kennet is a beautiful example of a natural chalk stream, with a diverse wildlife
including kingﬁshers, trout, heron, water vole – even otters have been seen in the town. It is also a
regular stopping point for migrating geese, so there is always something interesting to see.
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H o r t i c u l t u r a l A ch i e v e m e n t

Impact
The theme for our campaign this year is bees.
Honey bees are declining owing to the demise of
wild-ﬂower meadows and pesticide free forage on
our farmlands. Bumblebees and solitary bees are
discouraged by tidy gardens full of bedding plants
and manicured lawns drenched with chemicals. Scientists have discovered that bees are
most attracted by blue ﬂowers and while this has
inﬂuenced our choice to some extent, fragrance
and structure are also important considerations
because bees don’t like double ﬂowers.
This year our emphasis has been on perennial
planting, herbs and vegetables. You will also see
many wild ﬂowers on display in our open spaces.

Floral display at
Kennet Place
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The Kennet Waterfront Garden

5

H o r t i c u l t u r a l A ch i e v e m e n t

Horticultural Practice
The achievements of the Marlborough Community Orchard in preserving our endangered heritage
fruit trees deserves special mention. MCO is proud to have tracked down and awakened local interest
in 10 native Wiltshire varieties of apple, some of them very rare indeed. We researched their histories,
organised displays and tastings, invited pledges and – as result – were able to commission 175 grafts.
Planting the young Wiltshire maiden saplings has helped save their endangered gene banks for future
generations. And, thanks to generous sponsorship, greetings cards depicting ‘our apples’ were
produced to promote and raise funds for MCO.
In addition to our 10 Wiltshire varieties of apple (Bedwyn Beauty, Burn’s Seedling, Celt, Chorister
Boy, Corsley Pippin, Dredge’s Fame, Julia’s Late Golden, Mary Barnett, Roundway Magnum Bonum
and Wiltshire Monster), we have planted some each of 23 other varieties of apple, many of them
unavailable commercially today (Annie Elizabeth, Ashmead’s Kernel, Bramey Seedling, Bramley 20,
Benonii, Charles Ross, Christmas Pippin, Cox’s Orange Pippin, Ellison’s Orange, Elstar, Fiesta,
Grenadier, Herefordshire Russet, James Grieve, Laxton’s Superb, Queen Cox, Red Falstaff, Red
Windsor, Santana, Sunset, The Rev W Wilks, Tydeman’s Late Orange and William Crump).
We have also planted crab apples (Malus golden hornet, Malus red sentinel), cherry trees (Morello),
damsons (Merryweather), medlars (Nottingham), quinces (Vranja), pears (Beth, Conference,
Williams Bon Chretien), plums (Czar, Victoria), and a black mulberry tree (King James). This last
was gifted to MCO by The Tree Council, one of 60 trees awarded nationwide to celebrate 60 years
since the Queen ascended the throne.

Espaliered Apple Tree in Waitrose Car Park (photo: Richard Shaw)
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MCO’s largest group of trees (25) is located on the edge of The Common. Planted in 2012–2013, and
known as The Diamond Jubilee Plantation (DJP), its centrepiece comprises one each of our 10 native
Wiltshire apples planted in a diamond-shape. Plums, damsons, pears, quinces and medlars are planted
in the corners of the plot; the mulberry points towards the town centre, and below it are a pair of
Information Boards outlining MCO’s ‘town in an orchard’ concept, describing the Wiltshire apples
we are helping to save, mapping the DJP trees and listing their sponsors.
The young trees do not look impressive. Most are still at a very vulnerable crèche-stage of growth
and require a lot of TLC (most needy of all are the specially grafted infantile Wiltshire maidens).
Inevitably some suffer severe setbacks and a few fail completely. But with vigilant care, time and
patience, when the young trees are sufﬁciently established to under-plant with spring bulbs and meadow
ﬂowers, the DJP will become a joyous living larder and beauty spot, a natural outdoor classroom and
convivial meeting place for year-round activities and such events as pruning and grafting workshops,
bee-keeping classes, watercolour drawing lessons, harvesting and juicing sessions. It will provide
opportunities for children to learn about and share in those activities, also to build bug hotels and bird
boxes, enjoy story-telling, blossom picnics, Apple Day festivities and wassailing, according to season.
Other big group plantings include 21 trees sponsored by and planted within Marlborough College,
and 15 at St John’s International Academy. Waitrose sponsored 20 trees and brought in Managers from
nearby Branches to help prepare the ground, plant and train espaliers along their car park wall; while
Wiltshire Wildlife Trust sponsored 17 apple trees to grace the green space on an Aster housing estate
at Roger’s Meadow.
The Brownies are among our youngest and most active orchardists. They sponsored one Chorister
Boy, which has grown under their watchful care from tiny maiden sapling to a handsome treelet taller
than the girls who planted it. The children of St Mary’s Under 5s are similarly enthusiastic, visiting
daily the tree we planted in their playground, eager to note its progress, help tend it and share the
chopped-up fruit when harvested.

Part of the Diamond Jubilee Plantation on Marlborough Common
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Residential & Community Gardening

Business Areas & Premises

Two outstanding examples of successful community gardening are the Marlborough Waterfront
Association (see p.21 )and Action for the River Kennet (see p.8) which are entered this year as IYN’s.
The skyline at the western end of the High Street is dominated by the medieval tower of St Peter’s
Church. Made redundant in the 1970s, it was rescued by the formation of a Trust to preserve it
for community use. The Trust, together with a team of volunteers, has taken responsibility for
keeping the churchyard clean, tidy and colourful. Trees are pruned and Wiltshire Council cuts the
grass. The churchyard is part of the Community Orchard and has an apple tree which was planted
by Sir Roy Strong when he gave his Diamond Jubilee Talk for the Merchant’s House.
Just round the corner, River Park is a modern 1970s development. The gardens here reﬂect the
changing styles of gardening over the past half century. There are beautifully manicured lawns adorned
with dazzlings displays of geranium, begonia and lobelia. Topiary became fashionable again in the
90s and Number 43 has an impressive wall of pyracantha outlining the ground ﬂoor windows and
stretching up to the ﬁrst ﬂoor, its orange berries providing winter food for the birds. Opposite there
is Peggy’s wild-ﬂower meadow in miniature,
bedecked in Spring with snowdrops, daffodils
and daisies, a haven for bees and birds. Further
along, the Japanese Zen garden is delightful in
its quiet simplicity.

Marlborough is a tourist town and the High Street businesses, estate agents and solicitors have
actively supported our efforts. A feature of the Town is the magniﬁcent displays staged by our
local pubs and cafes. The tubs outside the Polly Tea Rooms look good all year round, planted with
sustainable shrubs and underplanted with colourful seasonal bedding plants.
Hanging baskets, tubs and railing planters adorn our streets. The containers, handmade locally
from seasoned hardwood, are ﬁlled with recycled compost sponsored by Hills. Individual retailers
may adopt a sponsored tub or basket and are responsible for watering and feeding and we are
gradually introducing more self-watering baskets. We aim for sustainability, using shrubs and
perennials for year round interest.

Roses round the door in River Park (right)
Volunteers in Priory Gardens (below)

The Lamb in the Parade
(above)
The Royal Oak (left)
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environmental responsibilitY

Green Spaces

Conservation & Biodiversity:
Cooper’s Meadow

Marlborough is blessed with many green spaces for rest and recreation: Priory Gardens, Wye House
Garden, Plume of Feathers Garden, The Green, Cooper’s Meadow, and Stonebridge Wild River
Reserve and Stonebridge Meadow .
Cooper’s Meadow set on the south of the River Kennet has a safe play area for young children,
beautiful chestnut trees and willows, with an enclosed ancient water meadow as a centre piece, which
is part of a conservation grazing project – so in the summer months you will see sheep and cattle
grazing there. Bee skeps encourage bio-diversity.
In 2015, Wye House Garden was entered in the RHS Britain in Bloom South West Parks and Open
Spaces Award scheme and was awarded three stars in the 2015/16 ‘Pride in Parks’ scheme. The park
is a much valued local amenity. The beautiful formal garden is also part of the Community Orchard
which aims to celebrate the rich diversity of orchard fruits that can be grown in Britain.
The Priory Garden provides a place of rest and recreation for the townsfolk just a stone’s throw
from the bustling High Street. Open from dawn to dusk, a large lawn is ﬂanked by ﬂower beds ﬁlled
with Rotary Club sponsored roses and Community Orchard fruit trees. Scented herbaceous plants
can be found throughout the garden.
The far corner near the River Kennet is left partly wild to act as a wildlife corridor in and out of
the gardens. ARK have contributed two distinctive ﬁsh benches which are popular for picnics and as
a meeting place after school for groups of teenagers from the local schools. The garden is maintained
by the Town Council, with volunteer help for weeding, dead-heading and litter-picking.

Cooper’s Meadow is a chalkstream water meadow restoration project by
Action for the River Kennet (ARK). This project has resulted in a successfully restored stretch of urban chalkstream and adjoining water meadow,
increasing biodiversity and wildlife, as well as creating a natural environment for people to enjoy. This meadow is home to a wide range of plants,
insects and animals; it also provides food for many birds. Wiltshire Horn
sheep are provided by a local farmer for conservation grazing.
A huge pool of local residents, volunteers and students from St John’s
International Academy and Marlborough College worked to clean up
the site, construct new revetments and plant seeds and ﬂowers. The back
stream round the meadow had become over-widened with steep unvegetated banks. It was narrowed, made more sinuous and planted with a
variety of marginal vegetation where water vole are now regularly spotted.
Phase two of the ﬁsh easement work in Marlborough enables ﬁsh to
access a new channel from the Mill Pool to the main river. The sarsen-lined
bypass channel provides an additional length of stream and a new spawning
Sheep in Cooper’s Meadow
habitat. In due course this will be colonised by a range of species that prefer
fast-moving water.
The project is one of three which make up ARK’s Habitat Improvement. ARK have worked in
Cooper’s Meadow in partnership with, or advice from: Vaughan Lewis (Windrush AEC), Wild Trout
Trust, Marlborough River Restoration Scheme Partnership, Marlborough Town Council, Environment
Agency and other funders and advisors.

Wye House Gardens (left) Marlborough Town Council gardeners (right)
ARK’s habitat improvement at Town Mill
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Conservation & Biodiversity:

Local Heritage

Stonebridge Wild River Reserve
Stonebridge Wild River Reserve is a beautiful award winning 15 acre water meadow. A stretch of
the River Kennet ﬂowing through is managed as an exemplar of a chalk stream. We are proud of our
healthy water vole population and kingﬁshers are a regular sight.
The new Wetland created in March 2015 has ﬂourished. Our regular volunteers along with local
cubs have planted additional native ﬂora which has already created a rich habitat which is attracting
new species to the site and increasing the biodiversity. Last summer a non-slip recycled plastic boardwalk and pond dipping platform was installed which provides access to all whatever the weather.
500+ trees have been planted to continue our hedge for wildlife. Our volunteers have been
joined by the local academy sixth formers, cubs, scouts and beavers. The ARK volunteers have given
over 1500 hours in the last year to projects
at Stonebridge helping to restore and conserve
Stonebridge for the beneﬁt of wildlife and
for people of the town and visitors to enjoy
throughout the seasons.
The far end of the reserve is protected as a
Wild Habitat; managed scrub is full of ﬂowers
including great Hairy Willowherb, marsh
marigold, meadowsweet and ladies smock in
bloom at different times. It is home to a huge
number of wildlife species, including the
endangered grasshopper warbler as well as
ARK – the Wetland Dipping Platform
grass snake, slow worm and water shrew.

At the time of the Norman Conquest, a motte and bailey
castle was built in what are now the grounds of Marlborough
College. It utilised a prehistoric mound which legend says
is the burial place of Merlin, King Arthur’s magician.
In the 1590s the Lord Chamberlain’s men, William
Shakespeare’s acting company, performed in the courtyard
of the White Hart Inn. With the outbreak of the Civil War
in 1642, the townspeople were strongly for Cromwell and
the Parliamentarians. Soundly defeated in the Battle of
Marlborough, the town still bears traces of the bullets that
The Castle Mound in the grounds of
Marlborough College
ricocheted round the streets, alleys and even the churches.
The Blue Plaque Scheme celebrates the great and the
good from Marlborough’s past. The plaque for Cardinal Wolsey (1473–1540) is on St Peter’s Church
where he was ordained a priest in 1498. The Plaque for Samuel Pepys commemorates his stay ‘at the
Hart’ in Marlborough on June 15th 1668, about which he wrote ‘a pretty fair town for a street or two’
and mentioning ‘their houses on one side having their pent-houses supported with pillars, which
makes it a good walk.’ You can still see these ‘pillars’ today.
Wiltshire is famous for its white horses, carved onto the downs that surround the town. We too
have our very own white horse in the grounds of Marlborough College.

Resource Management

Stonebridge Wild River Reserve in 2013

12

Stonebridge Wild River Reserve in 2016

This year we have used recycled compost in the troughs and planters throughout the town enriched
with bags of manure where necessary. We are recycling the spent hyacinth bulbs removed to make
way for summer bedding displays. The discarded bulbs will be available free of charge in Priory
Gardens on our Community Action Days.
We have been given a grant to improve fencing at the Stonebridge Allotments, entered for the ﬁrst
time for an It’s Your Neighbourhood award. In Angel Yard a neglected corner has been cleared and a
new planter placed in memory of a young resident tragically drowned in the nearby River Kennet.
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Local Environment Quality

Pride of Place

This year we have joined forces with two local amenity groups whose aims match those of South West
in Bloom: Transition Marlborough and The Rubbish Collective.

Volunteers have been busy painting the planters ready for the summer ﬂoral displays and there
has been restoration work to the curved brick wall at the western edge of Priory Gardens.
Transition Marlborough has been actively promoting the minimal use of pesticides and fertilisers
both to preserve wildlife and reduce harmful effects on the environment. They are also working with
a Pewsey initiative to establish a bee corridor of bee-friendly ﬁelds and gardens. Volunteers have
swept and weeded the cobbled areas around the town by hand to minimise the use of pesticides.
Action for the River Kennet (ARK) is actively maintaining and preserving the natural habitat
in Stonebridge Wild River Reserve and Stonebridge Meadow for the beneﬁt of rare wild life.

P ERMACU LT U RE ME E T S MARLBOROUG H IN BLOOM
Published by Sam Page on 30 May 2016
In March the organisers of Marlborough in Bloom invited the Permaculture Group to take part in
this year’s ﬂower display. The theme for 2016 is ‘bees’. We were allocated three wooden tubs: two
outside the RSPCA shop on the High Street and one opposite Pino’s restaurant.
We wanted to demonstrate how to integrate ﬂowers and vegetables in small spaces to attract
bees, so members of the Permaculture Group have been busy raising the appropriate edible plants in
time to be planted out by the end of May. We have now transplanted shade-loving edibles including
Swiss chard, fennel, purslane and wild strawberries into the tubs outside the RSPCA shop.
We have planted climbing Italian Borlotti beans, sunﬂowers, borage, Swiss chard, nasturtium and
English marigold in the sunny tub opposite Pino’s restaurant. All these plants will be sustained organically throughout the season. This means that we will not be using any chemical fertilisers or pesticides,
but rather Milly and Barney’s wonderfully nutritious compost and Sam’s smelly comfrey tea.

TH E RU B B I S H COLLE C T I VE
This is a recently formed group dedicated to regular Sunday morning sessions to litter pick and help
us achieve a cleaner, greener town.
Broad-bodied chaser
(top, far left)
Common blue butterﬂy
(bottom, far left)
Borlotti beans in the
Transition Marlborough
planter under High Wall

Nesting moorhen (top left); Short-tailed vole (top right); Brown trout in the Kennet
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communitY participation

Street Furniture & Signage

Development & Continuity

This year we have placed ‘Welcome to Marlborough’
planters on the approach roads to town. These have been
sponsored by a local Estate Agent, Henry George, who
has pledged ongoing funds to help us beautify the town.
ARK has placed notice boards along the River Kennet
giving details of the wild life to be seen in and around the
river. They are beautifully illustrated and add to visitors’
appreciation of this rare and fragile environment.
We have added a number of hand-built planters around
the town.

Hand built planters on the Green

It has been our aim this year to use shrubs and perennials in our planting schemes and thereby reduce
the built-in obsolescence of bedding plants. Despite the initial higher costs, this will have long term
advantages of sustainability and year-round interest.
There are areas of the town that need long term investment and development. Working with the
Marlborough and Wiltshire planning ofﬁcers, we hope to develop the Salisbury Road Roundabout.
We have funds in place from sponsorship and hope to begin work in the autumn.
There are plans to develop the children’s play area in Coopers Meadow. It is sited in a very
beautiful part of the town and popular with the youngsters so it would be good to see wooden climbing
frames, slides and swings to reﬂect the natural surroundings in Coopers Meadow.
Marlborough Community Orchard, Transition Marlborough, ARK – have well established
programmes which complement the work of Marlborough in Bloom and we are privileged to have
their support.

Bee-friendly plants in the
Marlborough Gardening
Association planters
The children’s
playground at Cooper’s
Meadow

A Spring welcome to Marlborough’s visitors

Hanging baskets adorn the High Street clock

An ARK notice board
on the River Kennet
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Community & Education

Community Involvement

The Junior Schools’ Bee Project

Permaculture meets Marlborough in Bloom

An Art & Educational project was organised for the two junior schools in Marlborough, St Peter’s
and St Mary’s. A local beekeeper spoke about bees to the pupils and showed them a hive with live
bees in it and afterwards the children were asked to create a bee in any way they liked. St Peter’s
liked the idea of this competition and included it as part of their curriculum, setting it as ‘homework’
for all the classes in the school including the Resource Base. Two local artists will judge the work
and the winning entries from both schools will be displayed in shop windows on the High Street.

Permaculture is a holistic approach to sustainable living, which is based on three ethics:

Raised Beds for the Scouts and Beavers
Inspired by the RHS Campaign for School Gardening, and with support from the local community, we
were able to provide raised beds around our local scout hut to show the youngsters how to grow
vegetables, fruit and ﬂowers. Our local woodyard, Travis Perkins, supplied the wood and helped by
scoutmasters and parents, the scouts constructed ﬁve raised beds.

Painting the Bees
Students from Marlborough College have painted the large cut-out bees that we have used to decorate
the Town Hall on Judging Day. The bees have been buzzing around Marlborough helping to promote
Bloom activities at the Women’s Institute cake sale.

p Care of the Earth

p Care of People

p Fair Shares for all

It emphasises perennial crops such as fruit and nut trees; also perennial vegetables that can provide
food throughout the year. In a permaculture system biodiversity is increased and pests and diseases
are reduced, through mixed cropping. Chickens and other livestock are encouraged in order to
supply manure, pest control and food. It is an organic system in which only natural resources are
used and there is no waste as everything is either re-used or recycled.
The world-wide Transition Network grew out of the permaculture movement, as a way of
caring for the earth and all living things, in the face of climate change. Transition Marlborough
(TM) holds a 10-session, low-cost permaculture course every year and our Permaculture Group,
formed of the alumni, is now more than 30 strong. We meet regularly in each others’ gardens in and
around Marlborough to learn from each other and try out new ideas. Our latest project is to map all
bee-friendly gardens in the area.
This year TM’s Permaculture Group have three displays in ‘Marlborough-in-Bloom’: Two show
the types of edible plants that can be grown in semi-shade, while the third shows how to get the most
out of a small space. The new tubs outside the RSPCA shop contain home-made compost. A sprinkling
of organic ﬁsh, blood and bone fertiliser was added to the one opposite Pino’s Restaurant. Potassiumrich comfrey tea will also be applied throughout the season. Beer traps will catch slugs and snails.
All plants on display have been chosen because they are edible and will attract bees and other
pollinators. The RSPCA tubs contain mainly leafy plants that can tolerate shade and add variety,
nutrients and ﬂavour to the diet. Alpine strawberries, chives and nasturtiums are sure to attract
bees. The Pino’s tub demonstrates how to make the most of a small space to grow a range of nutritious
food crops: climbing Borlotti beans are high in protein and can be eaten fresh or dried for use
in Winter soups and stews – the roots of these beans ﬁx nitrogen which will be utilised by the
other crops. Sunﬂowers attract many different pollinators and their seeds are relished by chickens and
muesli lovers! Swiss chard is rich in vitamins A, C and K, as well as anti-oxidants and leaves can be
harvested over several weeks. Borage, camomile and nasturtium have edible ﬂowers and leaves, which
can be used in salads, while pot marigold discourages soil nematodes and plant diseases. All of these
ﬂowers will provide abundant nectar and pollen for bees.

Pupils from St Peter’s School with some of the entries from their bee-themed Art & Education project
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Year-round Involvement

Marlborough Community Orchard

Last year we decided that we needed more tailor-made tubs that could be ﬁtted into awkward spaces
in front of the High Street shops and these were made last winter in sheds and back gardens by
our handy volunteers. The shopkeepers were very pleased to be offered free tubs ﬁlled with recycled
compost and agreed to plant them up with bee-friendly ﬂowers and feed and water them throughout
the year.
The existing tubs were given a coat of dark wood-stain which would show off the ﬂoral displays
to greater effect. The ﬂoral sub-committee spent hundreds of pounds on bee-friendly plants to
supplement those ordered by the Marlborough Town Council. The Marlborough Gardening
Association took over the planting of two tubs with sustainable plants and the Food Gallery is delighted
with our triangular planter ﬁlled with herbs and edible ﬂowers that nestles in a neglected corner
ouside the shop.
Throughout the year volunteers are at work in St Peter’s & St Paul’s Church Garden and The
Merchant’s House Garden, maintaining them to a commendably high standard and Marlborough
Community Orchard is active throughout the year and volunteers are trained to undertake pruning
and general maintenance of the trees around town.
Our Marlborough in Bloom calendar, published in October, sold well and we hope to make this
an annual event.

Formed in 2010, MCO was inspired by Common Ground (the environmental campaigners and founders of Apple Day) and the shocking fact that 95% of Wiltshire’s orchards have been lost since 1945.
Strengthening the bonds between environment and community is central to our mission statement. Linking nature with culture, we aim to provide an educational and recreational resource, and
delicious fresh fruit for all to share and enjoy. Healthy, seasonal and truly local – no food miles involved.
The uniqueness of MCO lies in envisaging Marlborough as ‘a town in an orchard’. We want our
orchard to be relevant and integral to the everyday life of everyone in our locality. So we plant fruit
trees singly and in small groups all round town – in open spaces, private gardens, schools, care homes,
business premises, churchyards and car parks, creating green views and green lungs for the beneﬁt
of all who live and/or work here, our environment and local wildlife.
Happily, it is a project that seems to appeal to people of all ages and walks of life, from toddlers to
99-year-olds. It is a genuinely co-operative effort by the community for the community, embracing
conservation and biodiversity, celebrating the rich variety of orchard fruits that can be grown in
Britain and the heritage of our local distinctiveness.
Winning BiB’s West Country award for Best Community Initiative 2014 gave us heartening
encouragement. Unlike ﬂowers and vegetables, trees are slow to mature, of course, requiring patient
years to become well established. MCO, by its nature, is work in slow progress, an investment in
the future that will take much more time and many more dedicated helping hands to reach its
full potential. After all, apple trees live for about 100 years, pears for 200 and mulberries for 400 or
more. We are merely the current stewards, helping to build and maintain an inheritance we hope
will prove worth passing on to our children’s children.

The Merchant’s House Garden

The Community Orchard on The Common (left); Apple tree in St Peter’s Churchyard (right)
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Local Groups

Supporters

As you will see from our lists of sponsors and supporters on pages 23 & 24 we have had an outpouring
of enthusastic support from businesses and organisations in Marlborough and the surrounding
villages. The committee has worked very hard to promote the work of Marlborough in Bloom and
we have had good coverage in the local press.
This year we have 12 entries for the RHS It’s Your Neighbourhood scheme and this has involved
many hundreds of volunteers planting trees, restoring river banks, weeding and planting parks
and gardens and litter-picking our streets. We reckon we must have totalled over 2000 hours of
volunteer labour.
Marlborough Town Council has supported our efforts with grants and more importantly by
allowing us to have the services of their Estates Manager and his team of groundsmen to build
planters and ﬁll them with recycled compost courtesy of Hills Ltd and we are very grateful for
their dedication.
The youngsters have responded enthusiastically to Marlborough in Bloom initiatives. An Art &
Educational project for the two junior schools in Marlborough, St Peter’s and St Mary’s, was organised by Wendy Osmond and Deb Turnell who engaged a local beekeeper to speak about bees to
the pupils and showed them a hive with live bees in it. Afterwards the children were asked to create
a bee in any way they liked. St Peter’s liked the idea of this competition and included it as part of their
curriculum setting it as ‘homework’ for all the classes in the school, including the Resource Base
where the children have learning difﬁculties. Two local artists will judge the work and the winning
entries from both schools will be displayed in shop windows on the High Street.
Cubs, scouts and brownies are involved with building raised beds around their Scout Hut and
look forward to eating the results of their newly planted vegetables.
Waitrose have included us in their Community Matters scheme and the tokens are piling up in
our local shop. Last year this raised over £300 thanks to the public’s generous response.
Finally, all over town, the ladies
of Marlborough are knitting and
crocheting bees to decorate the
shop windows on Judging Day. A
specially commissioned Marlborough in Bloom ﬂag will ﬂy from
the Town Hall, the church bells of
St Mary’s Church will ring and the
Town Crier will announce the arrival
of the judges and welcome them to
Marlborough.

Sarah Raven’s Kitchen & Garden Ltd

Humberts

Deacons Jewellers

Quality Stationers & Printers

Marlborough Town & Country

Beauty Full Time

The White Horse Bookshop

White Stuff

The Merchant’s House Trust

Lighting of Distinction

The Polly Tearooms

Vodaphone

Luna

Marlborough Joinery

The Merriman Partnership

Joules

Susie Watson Designs

Fat Face

My Local

David Dudley Jewellers

Kim Vine

Clarks Shoes

Valentiner Designs

Bow Belles

Specsavers

Robin World Travel

Cooks

Pia Jewellery

The Edinburgh Wool Mill

Haine & Smith

David Owen Solicitors

Haine & Smith

The Lamb

900 Mobile

Greggs Bakery

The Royal Oak

Moda in Pele

ASK

The Wellington

Mistral

Prezzo

The Green Dragon

Strakers

100 Chai Street

The Marlborough

The Food Gallery

Framemakers

The Castle & Ball

Top Bags

The Food Gallery Express

Accessorize

Ducklings Toy Shop

Swift Dry Cleaners

Marlborough News Online

Hamptons Estate Agency

Fair Isle

Marlborough Women’s Institute

Carter Jonas

RSPCA charity shop

A Marlborough in Bloom planter outside the
Blue Cross Charity Shop
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Sponsors
Lead Sponsor
BREWIN DOLPHIN
www.brewin.co.uk
Earthline
www.earthlineltd.co.uk

it’s your neighbourhood

It’s Your Neighbourhood Entries
We have twelve ‘It’s Your Neighbourhood’ entries this year. We wanted to encourage community
action and focus attention on areas in need of development. Some are well-established groups
with enthusiastic volunteers working year-round to improve the environment. There are residential
streets and business enclaves and an entire village, who have all responded enthusiastically to the
challenge of making an individual input into the main entry. Here is a brief resume of some of
the entries; the judges will receive more information when they visit on Judging Day.

The Hills Group Ltd
www.hills-group.co.uk
Henry George
marlborough@henrygeorge.co.uk
Waitrose
communitymattersmarlborough@waitrose.co.uk
Libanus Press
www.libanuspress.co.uk
Marlborough Gardening Association
www.marlbga.org.uk
Marlborough & District Rotary Club
www.marlboroughrotary.org.uk
Quality Stationers
marlshop@qualitystationers.co.uk

Manton Village
Manton Village lies within town boundaries and villagers are working enthusiastically to improve
their environment. Participation in the scheme has actively engaged them in fund raising and several
convivial Community Clear-up days.
There are many attractive cottages and Preshute Primary School adjoining the High Street. Off
Bridge Street is the Jubilee Field, the village recreation ground, with football pitch, small orchard
and children’s play area, bounded by the River Kennet, a small, clear, chalk stream cared for by a
local action group, ARK (Action for the River Kennet). Recently Footpath 49 has been re-routed
to run through the recreation ground and crosses the river by a new bridge to join up with the original
route, allowing beautiful views of the both the river and the historic Manton Mill and through water
meadows which used to be ﬂooded in the spring to bring on the grass to pasture sheep. We have
planted for year-round interest and sustainability.

Travis Perkins
www.travisperkins.co.uk
D.W.Oliver Tree Services
info@dwoliver.com
T.H.White
www.thwhite.co.uk
Wiltshire Council
www.wiltshire.gov.uk
Marlborough Town Council
www.marlboroughtowncouncil.gov.uk

Manton volunteers on clean-up day
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The Waterfront Garden

Wye House Gardens

The Waterfront Garden by the River Kennet was formed after the installation of the ﬂood defence
in 2013, when the road looked stark and uninviting, in order to make the best use of a newly created
grass verge, promote local businesses, protect the wildlife, encourage tourism and develop a sense
of community.
Our friendly community garden is a work in progress. Daffodil, crocus and snowdrops have
been planted in the grass and our eclectic planters range from a wheelbarrow to a bicycle as well
as two three-tiered raised beds. The businesses have installed ﬂower baskets and our community
table comes out when the weather allows, so everyone can bring food and drink and sit together,
fostering a relaxed community spirit. We leave out two small tables and chairs which are available
for picnic breakfasts or ﬁsh and chip suppers, so locals and visitors alike can enjoy sitting by the
river at any time. The café also shares our garden of course.
Over the ﬂood wall is a very successful wildlife sanctuary, with a ﬂourishing wildﬂower patch,
increasingly colourful river margin plants, breeding water vole and many different waterfowl along
with an interesting range of other birds. The constant sound of water tumbling over the ﬁsh pass
acts as a relaxed backdrop to the whole scene. Our only claim to fame is that we must be the smallest
waterfront in the world!

The beautiful formal gardens of Wye House were restored when the 17th
century building was converted to private accommodation. The planting
space is deﬁned by the large Metasequioa which dominates and adds
welcome height. A central lawn bordered by a spar path is surrounded
on all sides by mostly herbaceous borders. The gradual autumnal colouring
of the Metasequioa is fascinating to watch as the leaves change to
bright red.
Wye House Gardens was awarded three stars in the 2015/16 ‘Pride in
Parks’ scheme. A much valued local amenity, the park is maintained
throughout the year by Marlborough Town Council groundsmen. It also
forms part of the Community Orchard project which aims to foster
community spirit and celebrate the rich diversity of orchard fruits that
can be grown in Britain.

The Merchant’s House Garden
In 1991 a programme of restoration began to restore The Merchant’s House on the High Street to its
1680 form when it was lived in by Thomas Bayly, a wealthy silk merchant, his wife and nine children.
In 2007 a 17th-century style garden was designed by Jeffrey Galvin Wright in the style of a formal
yet utilitarian Town House garden of a Puritan family in the mid to late 17th century.
The garden is on three levels: the paved terrace, a parterre and a small orchard. The garden is
authentic in every way, from design and hard landscaping to plants, shrubs, and a small orchard all
pre-1700 and still available today. The herb garden is stocked with 17 herbs, as used in the 17th century
and before, for both medicinal and culinary purposes.
A team of volunteers look after the garden and visitors enjoy the peace and tranquillity it offers.
Children on school visits or holiday activities learn about herbs being used for medicinal purposes
as well as for ﬂavouring. To raise funds for the maintenance of the house and garden, there is an
Open Gardens Day in June, showcasing local gardens within easy reach of the High Street.
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Metasequoia in Wye House Garden

St Peter’s & St Paul’s Church Garden
The skyline at the western end of the High Street is dominated by
the medieval tower of St Peter’s Church. Made redundant in the
1970s, it was rescued by the formation of a Trust to preserve it for
community use.
The Trust, together with a team of volunteers, has taken responsibility for keeping the churchyard clean, tidy and colourful. Trees
are pruned and Wiltshire Council cuts the grass. The churchyard is
part of the Community Orchard and has an apple tree which was
planted by Sir Roy Strong when he gave his Diamond Jubilee Talk
for the Merchant’s House.
Many of the surviving tombstones have been defaced by wind and
weather and have to be very carefully cleaned to prevent further damage
to ﬂaking limestone. Lichens are left intact of course, and in some cases no
attempt is made to remove moss.

Old Hughenden Yard
Known locally as The Arcade, a group of shops between numbers 106 & 107
High Street is known as Old Hughenden Yard because some generations
ago the Free family moved here from Hughenden in Buckinghamshire.
Today this is one of Marlborough’s more picturesque alleys that run
off the High Street. The cobbles are regularly swept and weeded and
throughout the year there are troughs and hanging baskets overﬂowing
with bright ﬂower displays.

Old Hughenden Yard
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Marlborough High Street from St Peter’s Tower

With special thanks to the townspeople of Marlborough who have so generously supported
the Marlborough in Bloom 2016 campaign with donations and time spent cleaning up the town.
To the local businesses who sweep their shopfronts and send staff out to volunteer on a
Bloom project and to the children who have jollied us all up with their art work.

Text by Anne Crawley Photographs by Eric Gilbert
Designed by Susan Wightman at Libanus Press

